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DAY OF THE DEAD /DIA DE LOS MUERTOS
• through November 23
1997 ART FACULTY EXHIBITION
• through November 30
FIFTH GRADE ENRICHMENT: DAY OF THE DEAD
• through November 21
BUS TRIP: RENOIR'S PORTRAITS, ART INSTITUTE OF
CHICAGO
• Trip: November 8, 8 am-9:30pm
GALLERY TALKS: ART FACULTY EXHIBffiON
• November 12, 7pm
FICTION & POETRY READINGS: MICHAEL CARRAGHER &
BETH ANN FENNELY
• November 13, 7:30pm
TARBLE CLOSED FOR THANKSGIVING
• November 27 & 28

CULTWATING CREATIVITY 1997-98 EXHIBIT TOUR SITES
• through November 13, 1st National Bank of Assumption
• November 14-December 3, Shelby County State Bank,
Windsor
Sponsored by Consolidated Communications Inc.

DAY OF THE DEAD/DIA DE LOS MUERTOS
• through November 23, Brainard Gallery
This exhibition includes both Mexican popular art forms and works by contemporary Mexican and Latino artists who use el Dia de los Muertos as their inspiration. The Day of the Dead/el Dia de los Muertos is actually the climax of three
days that celebrate the lives of departed relatives and friends, beginning on
October 31 and culminating on November 2. A blending of pre-Columbian and
Catholic beliefs, this holiday is observed throughout Mexico, other Latin
American countries, and in many Latino communities in the United States.
Pre-Columbian peoples held harvest ceremonies during this time of the year.
They also believed that death was a natural part of the life cycle, and invited the
spirits of the dead to come back to visit them on certain days of the year. After
the Spanish Conquest of the Aztecs in the 1521, and the subsequent conversion
of many of Mexico's indigenous peoples to Catholicism, the Mexican people
began to meld the observances of All Saints' Day and All Souls' Day with their
own traditions.
Today, el Dia de los Muertos in Mexico is marked by three days of feasts and rituals which welcome the spirits of departed loved ones back into their homes.
Special foods are made, including candy skulls of sugar and chocolate for children and pan de muertos, or "bread of the dead"; flowers, especially marigolds,
are harvested to decorate the graves of family and friends; altars, or ofrendas, are
constructed within private homes and public spaces; and a myriad of art forms
are made to coincide with this fiesta.
Traditional Mexican popular or folk arts that are in the exhibition include an
assortment of calacas, or ceramic miniatures that portray skeletons at work or
play; a mask and fully articulated skeletons of wood; examples of papel picado,
or cut paper pieces; tin ornaments; papier-mache figures; and polychromed
ceramic candelabra and sculptures. The exhibit also includes photographs and
a small ofrenda which includes pan de muertos, and calaveras de dulce, or sugar
skulls. In addition, several pieces from contemporary Latino artists are included as well, including an artist's quilt by Vicki Chavez, a nicho by Anita
Rodriguez, ceramic skull cups by Michael Corney, and mixed media pieces by
Maria Consuelo Moya and Ken Saville. The works in the exhibition were lent
by Patricia Bolin, Joe Butler, Richard Crome, Edith Hedges, and Graham Lewis
and Kit Morice.

1997 ART FACULTY EXHIBITION
• through November 30, Main Galleries
Nearly ail studio Art areas in Eastern's Art program are represented by the participating artists. Included are recently created works by current Art
Department faculty; faculty emeritus, and adjunct faculty members.

In two-dimensional works are Carl Emmerich's paintings and coilages, abstract
oil paintings by Glenn Hild, computer-generated ink jet paintings by Biii
Hubschmitt, from Yu Ji are figurative oil paintings and ink drawings, color
intaglios by Walter Sorge, and graphic designs by Albert J. Grivetti, Mary
Leonard-Cravens, and Charles Nivens. This wiil be the last Art Faculty
Exhibition for Dr. Walter Sorge as an active faculty member; he retires at the end
of fail semester.
From the emeritus faculty are Hannah Eads' landscape paintings, ceramic vessels and sculpture by Biii Heyduck, Cary Knoop's painted and welded abstract
steel sculptures, fine metal jewelry by June Krutza, abstract watercolors by Lynn
Trank, and painted found object coilages by Carl Wilen.
Two members of the Tarble staff are participating in the exhibition. Kit Morice
is showing a drawing and an intaglio print, and David Pooley is presenting two
enamel on aluminum paintings.

FIFfH GRADE ENRICHMENT PROGRAM CONTINUES
• through November 21
All of the fifth grade students from Charleston's Jefferson Elementary School are
learning about the Latino celebration D{a de los Muertos by touring the current
exhibition and then participating in a tin ornament workshop based on Mexican
folk art. The tours and workshops are conducted by Eastern Illinois University
Art Education students working under the supervision of Curator of Education
Kit Morice and Art Education professor Patricia Bellville. In this unique program both the students and teachers learn from the experience, with the Eastern
students gaining hands-on "contact hours" required to qualify for student
teaching. This program is offered at no cost to Jefferson Elementary. Another
Fifth Grade Enrichment program open to schools outside Charleston will be
offered in May. Area fifth grade teachers are invited to contact the Tarble at
217/581-2787 for information.
GALLERY TALKS BY MEMBERS OF THE ARf FACULTY
• November 12, 7pm
Members of the Art faculty represented in the current exhibition will present
informal gallery talks about their art. This program is sponsored by the Art
Department and the College of Arts & Humanities Faculty Advisory
Committee.
POETRY /FICTION READING
• November 13, 7:30pm
Fiction writer Michael Carragher and poet Beth Ann Fennelly will read from
their own works. A native of Ireland, Carragher's novel A World Full of Places
was recelty published. Fennelly, who is originally from Chicago, had a piece
publsihed in Best American Poetry- 1996. Both are MFA candidates in creative
writing at the University of Arkansas. Eastern's chapter of Sigma Tau Delta, in
cooperation with the English Department, is sponsoring this reading.
BUS TRIP: RENOIR'S PORTRAITS AT THE ARf INSTITUTE OF CHICAGO
• November 8, 8 am-9:30pm
This trip is fully booked, but a waiting list has been started. The exhibition is
the first to focus on Renoir's portrait skills.
TARBLE CLOSED FOR THANKSGIVING
• November 27 & 28

Cultivating Creativity enters its third year with a record number of schools and
student artists represented. This growth reflects the additional number of area
schools that have added Art programs, as well as schools becoming involved or
renewing participation in the Tarble Arts Center's annual International Children's
Exhibition. That more schools have added Art as an area of study is excellent
news, not just for those interested in the arts but for the students attending the
schools which added Art programs.
Why do I say this? In the article "10 Things You Can Do To Make Our Schools
Better'' (Parade Magazine, March 23, 1997) Vartan Gregorian statess that we
should restore the arts as a major element in education: "We've made a tremendous mistake in diminishing or eliminating art, music and dance as fluff or
frills. The arts, like sports, play a vital role in bringing students together and
promoting teamwork. Athletics provide stability and a way to release energy.
The arts allow children to develop creativity and imagination .... It's almost
impossible to overemphasize the significance of the creative arts in education.
Make sure that your own school districts recognize this." Gregorian is
President of the Carnegie Corporation and one of the leading authorities on
education in America today. The opinion that the arts improve over-all academic performance is held by many others in the field of education, and is borne out
in various studies.
It is a pleasure for the Tarble Arts Center to once again, with the all important
assistance of Consolidated Communications Inc., showcase and recognize the
excellent work of area students and their Art teachers through the traveling
exhibit Cultivating Creativity: Young People's Art from Area Schools- 1997-98. The
quality of instruction is clearly evident in the art exhibited. Our thanks to
Consolidated Communications Inc., the community exhibit site host businesses
and organizations, the Illinois Arts Council, and the participating schools, Art
teachers, student artists and their parents. A special thanks to the Art teachers
who gave of their time to attend the recent meeting concerning Cultivating
Creativity and the International Children's Exhibition.

I am pleased to report that the Tarble now has a website on the internet. We are
still working out the bugs, and more is to be added, but I inviteyou to take a
look. The address is http:/ /www.eiu.edu/-tarble/home.html.

-- Michael Watts

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the following individuals for their
generosity in loaning the works that comprise the Day of the Dead/Dfa de los
Muertos exhibition. Patricia Bolin's extensive collection includes the contemporary Latino pieces in the exhibit as well as a number of fine examples of
Mexican popular and folk art forms. Joe Butler lent us the wonderful papier
mache calavera that greets you at the entrance to the exhibition and other
notable examples of Mexican folk art. Associate Professor Richard Crome of
EIU's Foreign Language Department provided us with a variety of small D{a de
los Muertos ceramic pieces and a selection of sugar skulls for the ofrenda. Edith
Hedges, retired EIU professor and one of the Tarble's volunteer docents, contributed to the exhibition with the delightful photographs of Mexican children
performing traditional folk dances. She also created some mock pan de muertos
for the ofrenda. I appreciate their willingness to share their collections with the
public, helping to educate people about this unique celebration.
Fall Teachers Institute Day, held on October 10, was attended by a record 40
area teachers, representing all of the seven counties served by the office of Mr.
John McNary, the Regional Superintendent of Schools. Dr. Patricia Belleville's
workshop presentation, Mexican Tin Ornaments, was enthusiastically received by
all in attendance. Thank you to Patricia, her students, and the Tarble staff for
their assistance with this annual program.
--Kit Morice

Exhibition: Works On Paper and Small Sculpture from the Collection -December 6- January 11
11th Annual Christmas Art Sale-- December 5, 6 & 7
Christmas at Tarble - December 7
Charleston Youth Orchestra -- December 8, 7:30pm
Xu Bing Installation: The Net- December 10-11
Piano Recital: Students of Debbie Hesterman --December 20, 1 pm
Tarble Closed for the Holidays -- December 22- January 5

For holiday shopping the Tarble's Gift Shop and Sales/Rental Gallery
with wonderful and unique items by area artists and crafts persons.
are ceramics, turned wood pieces, jewelry and other wearables, baskets and
rugs, cards, books, watercolors, and other works of art and craft. ~p~ial holiday items will be added soon. A percentage of all sales go in supporjOf Tarble
programs, and Tarble members receive a 10% discount on purceases( <

Tarble Arts Center Staff:
Michael Watts, Director
Kit Morice, Curator of Education
Fran Wittenberg, Secretary
David Pooley, Registrar
James K. Johnson, Dean, College of Arts & Humanities
Tarble Arts Center Advisory Board Officers:
Jon Laible, President
Therese Supple Kincade, Vice President
John Armstrong, Secretary
Open Hours: 10am-5pm Tues.-Fri., 10am-4pm Sat., 1-4pm Sun., or by appointment; closed Mondays and holidays
Admission: Admission is free to the galleries and all events, except as noted
Location: South 9th Street at Cleveland Avenue on the Eastern Illinois
University campus, Charleston
For Information: 217/581-2787 (phone); 217/581-2722 (fax);
http:/ /www.eiu.edu/-tarble/home.html (website)
The Tarble Arts Center, a division of the College of Arts & Humanities, is partially supported by Tarble Arts Center membership contributions and by the
Illinois Arts Council, a state agency.
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